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INSPIRATION:
The 1776 Declaration of Independence proclaims:

We hold these truths to be self-evident: that all men are created equal; that they are endowed by 
their Creator with certain unalienable rights; that among these are Life, Liberty, and the pursuit of 
Happiness.

In 1858, while running for the US Senate, Abraham Lincoln implored listeners to return to the founding 
document:

…if you have been taught doctrines con� icting with the great landmarks of the Declaration of 
Independence; if you have listened to suggestions which would take away from its grandeur, and 
mutilate the fair symmetry of its proportions; if you have been inclined to believe that all men are 
not created equal in those inalienable rights enumerated by our chart of liberty, let me entreat you 
to come back. (August 17, 1958; Lewiston, Illinois)

IMPORTANT DATES:

ESSAYS DUE:  
on or before 

FEBRUARY 26, 2021 

AWARDS LUNCHEON:  
May 16, 2021

Your School Contact:
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Choose one issue that you think demonstrates how our nation either is or is 
not honoring the ideal that all people have the right to life, liberty, and the 
pursuit of happiness. Give three examples to support your position. Finally, 

suggest one step that could either further strengthen our course or get our 
nation back on track and explain why this step would be effective.


