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Hildene 8th Grade 
Lincoln Essay Competition

INSPIRATION:

“The legitimate object of government is ‘to do for the people what needs to be done, but 
which they can not, by individual effort, do at all, or do so well, for themselves’.” 

~ Abraham Lincoln
The Collected Works of Abraham Lincoln edited by Roy P. Basler, Volume II, 

“Fragment on Government” (July 1, 1854?), p. 221.

IMPORTANT DATES:

ESSAYS DUE:  
on or before 

FEBRUARY 12, 2020
(Lincoln’s Birthday!)

AWARDS LUNCHEON:   
May 17, 2020

Your School Contact:

_____________________________________

QUESTIONS?
Contact Stephanie Moffett Hynds, Programming Director, Hildene

802.367.7960, stephanie@hildene.org

TOPIC 2020:
Identify one issue facing Vermont that you think your state 

government (the Scott administration and/or the legislature) should 
address.  Describe the challenge and its negative impacts.  Then 

explain why governmental action is appropriate, suggest one or more 
actions that state government should take, and explain why you 

think such action would improve the situation.


